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Fruita on the list of 20 Coolest Towns for Outdoor Adventure 
If you hadn’t seen this already—check it out. The article blew up over social media 
this week, beginning over the weekend. We were number 12 on Matador 
Network’s list and it highlighted favorite spots in Fruita, including the Over the Edge 
Sports, Cavalcade, Aspen Street Coffee, Hot Tomato, and the Copper Club Brewery. 
Thanks to Veronica Daehn Harvey for contributing information to Matador. Criteria 
for the rankings were: (1) The place should be an actual town, not just a spot or 
destination. In other words, you can live/work there year round, and even in the 
“off-season” it’s still cool. (2) The outdoor objectives that make the place so rad 
must be part of the immediate surroundings.  If you can’t climb / ski / paddle / surf 
right in town, the access should be just beyond, not an hour away. And (3) The place 
should have a notable culture, tradition, or local economy around the activities (and 
natural resources) themselves. Of special mention are places such as Salida, where 
actual infrastructure has been developed (manmade whitewater features) that 
brings cool events and awareness to the town. 
http://matadornetwork.com/trips/americas-20-coolest-towns-outdoor-adventure/ 

Downtown Enhancement Project Update 
Unfortunately, we were not awarded our grant request of $200,000 from the Mesa 
County Federal Mineral Lease District. Of the $719,660 awarded, CMU received 
$504,560 for the Tomlinson Library Renovation, Expansion and Technology project, 
and the remaining funds were awarded to mini-grant applications. We will still 
proceed with our project this summer in July and August. We will narrow our focus 
on the intersections of Peach and Mulberry and in between. Funds will be from 
what we budgeted and also received from DOLA. We will have to roll out the east 
end of Aspen intersection at the Circle in a future phase. 
 
City Goals Update 
In our efforts to narrow and align our efforts to achieve increased jobs, mixed use 
development and increased lodging tax revenue, we kicked off two working teams 
focused on proactive economic development, outdoor recreation, tourism, events 
and community engagement this week. GJEP and Chamber staff is working with us 
on these. As we progress, I will keep you updated.  
 
Fruita Bike Park Grand Opening & Reconditioning Day 
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Although many have been enjoying the Fruita Bike Park for a while now (including my kids and I), now 
that it is Spring we are having an official grand opening event to recognize and welcome representatives 
of Drought Response Information Project (DRIP), CSU Extension, WCCC and Great Outdoors Colorado 
(GOCO) Board Member Tom Burke. Mayor Buck will speak, and following the ceremony Officer Courtney 
will host youth races and prizes for fastest, most skilled and best sportsperson. The event starts at 10 
am. Boy Scout Aaron Payne and his troop will recondition the park on Friday and early Saturday, Code 
Enforcement Officer Mark Angelo and volunteers from Partners will do cleanup and trail work.  (Flyer 
attached) 
 
Math and Science Center in Fruita 
Tuesday, the Math and Science Center held a press conference with the City and Chevron to celebrate a 
donation Chevron made of $30,000 to help the MSC purchase laptops, a two 3-D printers and a 3-D 
scanner to be housed a the Fruita Business Incubator. They also announced their partnership with us to 
host science, technology, engineering and math programs right here in Fruita, at the Civic Center in June 
and July. Flyers are attached and more information can be found at www.mathandsciencecenter.org. 
 
Tuesday’s North Star Economic Development Focus Group Meeting 
We appreciate the engaged group of Fruitians who participated in the focus group Tuesday. The study, 
funded by the City of Grand Junction and Mesa County, will continue with the purpose of identifying a 
regional brand and message for the valley-wide economic development while maintain each city’s 
identity. I have a follow-up call with Audrey Taylor of Chabin next week to drill down on Fruita specific 
economic development efforts/opportunities. One thing that was for certain was the consultants were 
highly impressed with Fruita as a community and Fruita is not in search of an identity. 
 
TID BITS: 

• Big congrats to our new Corporals, officers Peck and Young! 
• BLM released the awaited proposed Resource Management Plan and Final 

Environmental Impact Assessment this week. We will be reviewing this in more detail 
over the coming days and will have an opportunity to protest if we fill the need for any 
changes from the draft to the proposed. We having a meeting set next week with BLM 
to discuss next steps for trail development. 

• Mayor Buck and I had the opportunity to participate in interviewing finalists to be the 
new Executive Director of the Grand Junction Economic Partnership (GJEP) this week 
and there are some promising candidates.  

• Pinkbike.com enjoyed their stay in Fruita this week sharing with us at an event last night 
their challenge will be narrowing all the amazing footage of trails, people and in the City 
they were able to get. This is for a series they hope to release the end of June on the 
love of trails.  

• We are gearing up for an amazing Mike the Headless Chicken Festival this year (May 14-16—see 
flyer attached) with some new events. The theme is Back to the Fruiture. Check out the 60 
second video, thanks to Mackenzie Dodge and Angie Ballegeer:  https://youtu.be/z4Sw31IH-W0  

• Staff is working with Girls On The Run of Western Colorado to plan hosting the end of year 5K 
for the program in Fruita beginning in 2016. This would bring over 2,000 people to the City for a 
great cause.  
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• Ride The Rockies has confirmed they will bring the ride through downtown Fruita!!! Staff is 
working closely with the Chamber and local businesses to create a fun event for riders, 
supporters and residents alike on Sunday, June 14th

• Fat Tire Festival is right around the corner, April 23-26
 in downtown.   

th

• The Maverick Classic is also April 23-25 with the Time Trial at 8 am Saturday the 25
! 

th in Fruita. 
http://www.coloradomesa.edu/maverickclassic/documents/GGJSC_MaverickClassic_WebFlyers
_1415_TT.pdf 

• This Saturday, April 11, from 9 am – 1 pm in the Civic Center parking lot is the annual Electronics 
Recycling Event (flyer attached). 

• Ottley Ave. is progressing with utilities complete except for storm drain work that will coincide 
with road base. Engineering staff is looking into the price to improve the irrigation system on 
Ruby Lee and have been in contact with each residence involved.  

• Over 60% of the Columbine sewer project is complete. 
• Irrigation has been turned on in the City. 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS: 
• Fruita Bike Park: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/fruita/15813162-113/fruita-bike-park-

celebrated-april-17-18 
• Rumble at 18 Road: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/15796846-113/rumble-at-18-road-two-

days-of-mountain-bike-racing 
• GVT New Transfer Facility “closer to Fruita” & Rumble at 18 Road TV spots: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/home/headlines/New-GVT-facility-is-set-to-open-on-Monday-
299136141.html 

• Math & Science Center Programs in Fruita: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/story/d/story/chevron-grants-math-science-center-30000-
for-summe/18904/0TCKEydI6U2KNSt2Ik7H6w 

• Fruita Recycling/Green Initiatives TV spot: 
http://www.kjct8.com/home/headlines/298544861.html 

• Fruita Chamber business Expo TV Spot: http://www.westernslopenow.com/story/d/story/fruita-
chamber-of-commerce-economic-growth/38567/4K9HpbskUUWIX5ckWm2ThQ 

• Downtown Improvements: http://www.westernslopenow.com/story/d/story/fruita-street-
improvements-may-increase-downtown-r/36028/nMaS9y3XZUevDvasv0HyjQ 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Saturday, April  11th

• April 18 is the Bike Park Grand Opening and Reconditioning Day at 10 am.  

 is the annual Electronics Recycling event in Civic Center parking lot from 9 
am – 1 pm. 

• We received an invite for the Relay for Life of Fruita Social and Chili Cook Off April 18 from 6:30 
– 8:00 pm at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at 343 E Ottley Ave. 

• April 18-19 is Rumble at 18 Road. 
• Fruita Fat Tire Festival—downtown April 23-26!!!! 
• The April 2015 City of Fruita Meeting Calendar is available on the website at: 

http://www.fruita.org/documents/admin/mtgcal.pdf. 
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• The 2015 Events Calendar is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/documents/rec/EVENT_CALENDAR.pdf 

 
CC:  Department Directors 
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