
 

Honor the Past – Envision the Future  FRUITA    

 
 
325 E Aspen 
Suite 155 
Fruita CO  81521 
 
Phone: 
970-858-3663 
 
Fax: 
970-858-0210  
 
E Mail 
fruita@fruita.org 
 
Web Site 
fruita.org 
 
City Manager’s Office 
970-858-3663 
 
City Clerk/Finance 
970-858-3663 
 
Community  
Development 
970-858-0786 
 
Engineering 
970-858-8377 
 
Human Resources 
970-858-8373 
 
Public Works 
970-858-9558 
 
Recreation Dept. 
970-858-0360 

     

Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: September 30, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 

The Police Department will present a citizen’s award. We also have a consent agenda 

with many important items including board & commission appointments, first 

reading to accept the 32.76 acres of property and lake at the Industrial Park and a 

first reading to partner with Family Health West in the refinancing of their bonds 

(that the City is currently a conduit for) so they can obtain a much lower interest rate 

and borrow up to $10 million on top of that for new construction, while reducing 

their monthly payments. There are also two CUPs—one for a VRBO and one for 

Wicked Wrench on consent. We also have one Administrative Report item that will 

include diving deeper into the 2017 proposed General Fund budget with 

presentations by Parks, Public Works and Police. Please see the packet for more 

detailed info.  

 

Dinosaur Diamond Scenic Byway Survey—cont. (from Julia McHugh, 

Dinosaur Journey) 
As many of you are aware, over the last year the temporary board (as well as some 

dedicated volunteers) of the Dinosaur Diamond National Scenic Byway have been 

assessing and planning for the revitalization of the byway, which is a tourism driver 

to our communities and businesses. We would like to digitally reach out and assess 

the needs and concerns of stakeholders elsewhere on the byway. To that end, we 

have prepared an online survey that we hope you will take the time to fill out and 

share with us your perceptions and ideas for the byway. This is a key first step to 

making sure the byway benefits all of us. The link to the survey is: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRR7ZSV. 

TID BITS: 

• Below is an excerpt from one of the Show Daily’s at Interbike that covers the 

Bicycle Retailer Dealer Tour coming to Fruita and the Valley. This was secured in 

partnership with GJEP when we met with BRAIN at Outdoor Retailer in SLC.  



 

 

• Also below are some pics from Interbike.  

• If you would like to submit questions for the Chamber’s Candidate Forum to be held at the Civic 

Center next Thursday from 6-8 pm, you can submit info@fruitachamber.org.  

• We received good news regarding new regulations the WWRF is subject to—due to lack of 

staffing at the state level our current permit is extended until possibly 2020. During this time we 

will continue to work towards opting out of the Reg 85 requirements for phosphorus based on 

collected data.  

• Fruita residents recycled 52 tons of aluminum, cardboard, paper, scrap metals, plastics and glass 

in August; 39 tons in July; and 55 tons in June. (Full reports below) 

• A new sign was placed by BLM at the Fruita Paleo Area recently. When ordered we still had our 

old logo, which is fitting for the location—photo below.  

• Grand Valley Irrigation Company has a target date of November 1 to shut down the canal 

system. Public Works will start flushing and shutting off our system Oct. 24.  

• Effective Oct. 1 Municipal Court office hours will be 9am - 1pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and 12 pm to the end of court on Wednesdays.  

• Staff participated with Mesa County and D51 to evaluate safe routes to school at Fruita Middle 

School and Rim Rock Elementary. 

• US Tractor has begun construction. 

• Slats in the fencing at the Railroad culvert on the Little Salt Wash Trail were installed.  

• Proposals are due today for the LOMR study to revise the floodplain for the Little Salt Wash.  

• We will present to the Mesa County Federal Mineral Lease District next week as part of the 

grant application for the Aspen Alley project. 

• The new play feature for the indoor pool will be installed Sunday evening.  

• Conservation Corps will be constructing the Wranglers Loop connector next week as part of the 

6.5 miles of new trail approved at the Kokopelli Trail system.  

• An RFP is out by COPMOBA for the rest of the trail construction on Mack Ridge.  

• Looks like the BLM and the motorized community will be completing the Edge Loop in the next 

several months. 

• Crack-sealing begins next week on prioritized roads. 

• Had a great meeting with a prospective company this week, connecting them with the land 

owners at the Industrial Park and will be giving them another tour next week. 

• Officer Bob, Recreation staff and I enjoyed speaking to four first grade classes from Rim Rock 

Elementary earlier this week.  

• Mayor Buck was able to speak to third graders at Loma Elementary also. 

• I attended the first GJEP Outdoor Recreation Sub-committee this week to focus on ways to 

attract more OR companies by joining efforts with existing companies in the valley. 

• Councilman Karisny, staff and I attended the CDOT 2016 City/County meeting with Region 

Director David Eller to discuss transportation issues and future projects. 



 

 

• Proposals for consultants to work on the Foreign Trade Zone application have been received by 

GJEP and I will be participating in the selection process. 

• We have a draft RFP for marketing services out to the Tourism Advisory Council to review by 

Wednesday so that we can aim to have it released soon after with proposals due Oct. 28.  

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (or related news to the area):  

• Fruita FFA team headed to nationals TV spot: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/395048111.html 

• Fruita embarks on budget process: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-embarks-

on-budget-process 

• Sexual abuse against children may be more common than you think TV spot; 

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/preventing-child-sexual-abuse 

• Valley’s youth tune into presidential debate TV spot: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/394906671.html 

• 102 years of Fruita fall Fest TV spot: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/102-years-of-Fruita-

Fall-Fest--394705491.html 

• Schwartz campaigns at Fall Fest TV spot: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/schwartz-campaigns-fall-fest 

• Passing the hunting tradition to the next generation TV spot: 

http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/CPW-teaching-kids-families-how-to-hunt-394507761.html 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 

let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 

to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• October 6 from 6-8 pm at the Fruita Civic Center Council Chambers will be the Fruita Chamber’s 

Mesa County Commissioner’s Candidate Forum.  

• October 14 the Colorado Tourism Office is conducting a listening session for input on proposed 

priorities for inclusion in a statewide strategic plan for Colorado tourism. It will be held at the GJ 

City Auditorium from 8:30 – 10 am. To learn more: http://industry.colorado.com/colorado-

tourism-roadmap-regional-input-sessions 

• October 15 AGNC has a meeting scheduled for AGNC members with Lt. Governor Donna Lynne 

at the Rifle Administration Building, 195 W. 14th St. at 9:30 am. RSVP’s are requested to 

bonnie@agnc.org. 

• October 17 from 8 am – 6pm is the Colorado Backcountry Biker annual Flat Tire Blowout event 

that includes the Alley Cat Race. More info at 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1632045397094809/. 

• October 26 Chamber Director Frank Ladd and I are conducting an Economic Development 

Summit at Cavalcade from 6-8 pm to discuss economic development efforts to local businesses.  

• Upcoming classes at the Business Incubator Center are posted below.  



 

 

• See the flyer pasted below regarding upcoming events to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month in 

Grand Junction. 

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 

 

CC:  Department Directors 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


