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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  SEPTEMBER 16, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The agenda is fairly light with most items on the consent agenda and one public 
hearing regarding a VRBO.   
 
Gateway Enhancement Project  
At the end of 2015, we gathered a large amount of detailed feedback from the public 
via packets placed at local businesses. The data was gathered, analyzed and 
summarized by University Technical Assistance (a DOLA partner). The City received a 
$20,000 DOLA grant to design concepts for improving the gateway to Fruita, 
including landscaping, signage, round-about art and themes for the I-70 overpass and 
entry. We contracted with Ciavonne & Associates to utilize the public feedback and 
put together concepts. Draft concepts will be shown Monday night from 5:30 – 7:30 
pm at the Civic Center in Council Chambers during an open house open to the public 
to gather the last bit of public feedback before finalizing concepts and completing 
this phase of the project.  
 
Vote Fruita to Defend Title as Colorado’s Best Adventure Town (cont.) 
Only a few days left to vote and it has been a close one. We have stepped up the 
awareness with friends, partners and other agencies throughout the valley to vote 
and we are narrowly wining so every vote counts big through the end on Monday at 
9 am. You’ll remember that we were the large town that won multiple rounds of 
online voting last year to become Colorado’s Best Adventure Town on Elevation 
Outdoor’s poll. This year, we have won the first three rounds and are now in the final 
round against Durango and it is close: 
http://www.elevationoutdoors.com/poll/durango-vs-fruita/ 
This round ends on September 19 at 9 am.   
 
Bicycle Retailer October Edition 
Leading up to Eurobike, Bicycle Retailer interviewed us to add in a story that just 
released in their electronic edition and the hard copy is released at Interbike next 

http://www.elevationoutdoors.com/poll/durango-vs-fruita/


 
 

week . You can find the e-version at http://read.dmtmag.com/i/721017-october-1. The article is pasted 
below too.  

Dinosaur Diamond Scenic Byway Survey (from Julia McHugh, Dinosaur Journey) 
As many of you are aware, over the last year the temporary board (as well as some dedicated 
volunteers) of the Dinosaur Diamond National Scenic Byway have been assessing and planning for the 
revitalization of the byway, which is a tourism driver to our communities and businesses. We would like 
to digitally reach out and assess the needs and concerns of stakeholders elsewhere on the byway. To 
that end, we have prepared an online survey that we hope you will take the time to fill out and share 
with us your perceptions and ideas for the byway. This is a key first step to making sure the byway 
benefits all of us. The link to the survey is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRR7ZSV. 

Please feel free to distribute this survey to other tourism contacts you may have along the byway. 

Skinner Cabin Restoration Project (BLM’s Collin Ewing) 
This week kicked off the Skinner Cabin restoration and interpretation project in the McInnis Canyons 
NCA near Fruita, CO.  Historicorps will be here for 3 weeks with volunteers rebuilding the walls and sod 
roof on this historic cabin. The Museums of Western Colorado will be developing interpretive materials 
to educate the public about the history of the cabin and the NCA. On National Public Lands Day (9/24) 
Colorado Canyons Association and BLM are partnering with volunteers to build a protective historic 
looking rail fence around the cabin. Colorado Canyons Association (CCA) board member and local 
historian Zeb Miracle gave a lecture about the cabin and other historic cabins in the MCNCA at the Fruita 
Community Center August 23, it was attended by over 60 folks!  CCA Board President Bob Silbernagel 
featured Skinner Cabin in his weekly history column in the Grand Junction Daily Sentinel on August 15th 
(link below).  Another former CCA board member Bobby Evans is providing woodworking expertise for 
all 3 weeks of the project. This project was funded in part by Katie Stevens' Eric Finstick award a few 
years back, and BPS funding. I also need to mention the Upper Colorado River Interagency Fire 
Management Unit helped out a lot by cutting and hauling juniper poles and cottonwood logs and 
providing a portable water source for mixing mortar! Here are some websites with more info: 
 
http://historicorps.org/events/skinner-cabin-colorado/ 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/articles/skinner-cabins-history-murky-with-notable-players 
http://www.coloradocanyonsassociation.org/events/2016/9/24/national-public-lands-day-skinner-cabin 
 
 
TID BITS: 

• Wastewater Staff made a quick trip to Keystone on Monday to present at the annual Rocky 
Mountain Water Environment Association about how they are experimenting with treating 
phosphorus at the City’s ATAD plant. 

• We have received the Vactor back and will be formally accepting it this week, trading in our old 
Vactor, and processing payment. 

• Temperatures are to a point that crews may start crack sealing soon. 
• Ken and Sam attended the Colorado Association of Stormwater and Floodplain Managers 

Conference this week. 

http://read.dmtmag.com/i/721017-october-1
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRR7ZSV
http://historicorps.org/events/skinner-cabin-colorado/
http://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/articles/skinner-cabins-history-murky-with-notable-players
http://www.coloradocanyonsassociation.org/events/2016/9/24/national-public-lands-day-skinner-cabin


 
 

• The City completed replacing more than 1580 feet of old/leaky pipe along the Glade Park 
pipeline. 

• Planning Commission approved unanimously Tuesday night a new CUP application from Wicked 
Wrench to perform light auto body repair (no longer seeking to do larger-industrial like work). 
This is currently allowed by CUP in the Land Use Code.  

• The Planning Commission also approved another VRBO that will be on its way to Council as well.  
• The Planning commission began its training and will continue at its October meeting where I will 

be covering our goals and efforts regarding economic development.  
• US Tractor has received their permits to start construction! 
• Maintenance Week at the FCC has been busy and productive adding new partitions in the men’s 

showers, re-doing the flooring in the lobby and other intense cleaning and maintenance.  
• We are about 20,000 visitors away from the 1 millionth visitor. We anticipate this to occur 

around the end of Nov. 
• The Little League is adding some batting cages at Little Salt Wash Park and the steel frames are 

up.  
• 2,800 trout were stocked into Snooks Bottom this week. 
• The annual spraying for noxious weeds was completed this week at Snooks, Riverfront Park and 

along the Little Salt Wash Trail. 
• 280 middle-schoolers participated in the largest attended Night at the FCC last Friday night. 
• We had a great showing of dogs and owners at Dog Daze last Saturday. 
• Friday, October 7, we will have representation at the GOCO Board meeting where they will be 

voting on which projects to fund grants to—we have the pending $2 million request for the 
Kokopelli Section of the Riverfront Trail. 

• PD will be completing oral boards next week in the process to fill the open Police Officer 
position vacated by Steve Lentz. 

• City Link articles are in and going to design next week. 
• We live in the most awesome place ! 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (or related news to the area):  
• Durango Herald article on Durango v. Fruita in Elevation Outdoors Top Adventure Town contest: 

http://www.durangoherald.com/article/20160914/NEWS01/160919787/ 
• TV spots on Eurobike—Fruita looks to shift economy into high gear by attracting outdoor 

industry: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/393202801.html AND 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/393202801.html 

• Fruita mayor, city manager make contacts with bike industry at Germany trade show Sentinel 
article: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-mayor-city-manager-make-contacts-
8232with-b 

• Bicycle Retailer Oct. e-edition (pages 48-49 we are highlighted): 
http://read.dmtmag.com/i/721017-october-1 

http://www.durangoherald.com/article/20160914/NEWS01/160919787/
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/393202801.html
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/393202801.html
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-mayor-city-manager-make-contacts-8232with-b
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-mayor-city-manager-make-contacts-8232with-b
http://read.dmtmag.com/i/721017-october-1


 
 

• Projects on Highway 340 to keep motorists on their toes: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/projects-on-highway-340-to-keep-motorists-on-their 

• 8-year-old discovers rare dinosaur fossil TV spot: http://denver.cbslocal.com/2016/09/09/8-
year-old-discovers-rare-dinosaur-fossil/ 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, Saturday Sept. 17 is the final Farmer’s Market of the year with live music from 
Peggy Malone, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• Monday night, Sept. 19 is the Gateway Enhancement project Open House in the Council 
Chambers from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. 

• See the flyer pasted below regarding upcoming events to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month in 
Grand Junction. 

• Sept. 23 -25 is Fall Festival! 
• Sept. 26 is a CDOT 2016 City/County meeting with Regional Director David Eller to discuss 

transportation issues and future projects. 
• Sept. 28 & 29 is the Colorado Outdoor Recreation Industry Leadership Summit (see save the 

date info below). 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2015 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC:  Department Directors 
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