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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JULY 22, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
The agenda includes an update and discussion from the Museum of Western 
Colorado on their new strategic plan and future opportunities of the Dinosaur 
Journey campus, Safety Training for Council by the Police Department, an update on 
City Link OHV poll, a discussion on the City’s process for Vacation Rental By Owner 
(VRBO) and three updates on pending Planning items scheduled for August 2: Sacred 
Heart Church re-zone request and preliminary plan reviews for Adobe View North 
and Aspen Village subdivisions. 
 
Little Salt Wash Dedication and Hosting GOCO 
I want to thank Council, staff and our partners (BLM, Riverfront Commission & 
Foundation, Colorado Canyon’s Association, Mesa County, Western Colorado 
Conservation Corp, Family Health West, Over the Edge Sports, Colorado Parks & 
Wildlife) for hosting GOCO staff and Board members in true Fruita fashion. The 
presentations, tours, bike ride, dedication and concert went extremely well and 
GOCO has expressed their gratitude for such a great day. We will be submitting the 
final application to GOCO next week and feel we have a very strong application and 
have done all we can to prepare this request, so let’s hope for a favorable approval of 
$2 million for the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail construction.  
 
Lagoon Redevelopment  Survey 
As we begin the project to use our AGNC grant to do a redevelopment plan of the 
lagoon property, we have released a public survey that I encourage you to share with 
residents and take yourselves. The notice is below. The link can be found here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FruitaLagoons 
 
TID BITS: 

• We presented to DOLA this week also for our pending $1.2 million grant 
request to help construct the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail. 

• DOLA is proceeding with their process of selecting projects while they await 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FruitaLagoons


 
 

whether or not the legislature releases the frozen funds to fund the projects.  
• Lt. Krouse was selected to be on the Governor’s Mental Health Hold Taskforce. 
• 11 kids completed Junior Police Academy. 
• Sgt. Coughran conducted TIPS training for 15 local restaurant servers this week. 
• Canine Officer Talu and Officer Yaws found 21 pounds of meth assisting GJ.  
• We have hired a new Recreation Supervisor to replace Mark. Her name is Bree Hare and she 

starts August 15 and comes to us from Breckenridge Parks and Recreation.  
• Grand Valley Drainage District is having a big issue with flooding in Holly Park and is working 

hard to solve the problem with that line.  
• We hosted CIRSA this week to conduct annual facility inspections. 
• In the Middle Liquor is currently having a mural painted on the side of their building. 
• Sam is assisting Grand Valley Transit in the selection process of a new transit provider. 
• This weekend our ad is released requesting bids for overlays—due Aug. 12. 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (or related news to the area):  
• Little Salt Wash Trial complete, connects north and south fruita TV spot: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/387707491.html 
• New Fruita trail connects north, south parts of city: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/new-fruita-trail-connects-north-south-parts-of-cit 
• An insecure feeling: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/an-insecure-feeling 
• Colorado state patrol enforces zero zero campaign in Mesa County TV spot: 

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/colorado-state-patrol-enforces-zero-zero-
campaign-in-mesa-county 

• Bulls rule the night: http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/bulls-rule-the-night 
• Fruita Bicycle Rodeo gives kids a chance to test their skills: http://kekbfm.com/fruita-bicycle-

rodeo-gives-kids-a-chance-to-test-their-skills/ 
• Fruita 8-10 All-Stars win state Little League title: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-810-allstars-win-state-little-league-title 
• Monument-fee issue draws scant response: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/monumentfee-issue-draws-scant-response 
• American Idol contestant Jeneve Rose Mitchell coming to Fruita this Friday: 

http://kekbfm.com/american-idol-contestant-jeneve-rose-mitchell-coming-to-fruita-this-friday/ 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• All summer events listed below. 
• Tonight, July 22 is Food Truck Friday from 5:30 – 8:30 pm at Civic Center Park. 
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• Sunday, July 24 is the Colorado Canyons Association Canyons Cool Down 2016 Ruffin’ It at the 
Hot Tomato from 4-9pm (flier below). 

• Thursday, July 28, the Town of Collbran will host the Municipalities Dinner at the Collbran Job 
Corps. 

• August 12, 3-5 pm at the GJEP offices is and Ice Cream Social and Open house. (Full invite 
below). 

• August 13, 9am – noon is our Bicycle Rodeo at the FCC. 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2015 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC:  Department Directors 

Fruita Lagoon Redevelopment 
Survey 

 

The City of Fruita is seeking public input on the potential opportunities in 
redeveloping City-owned properties near the Colorado River.  Your input on the 
types of uses and ideas on how the properties are developed are greatly 
appreciated. 

  

Begin Survey  

 

  

 

BACKGROUND 

The City of Fruita owns properties located at the west end of Raptor Road with 
riverfront access to the Colorado River & Little Salt Wash, as well as having 
potential commercial uses along the I-70 frontage.  Prior to 2011, the properties 
served mainly as the site of the City's sewer treatment lagoons.  The lagoons 
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have since been decommissioned and a riverfront trail has been constructed 
along the riverfront.  

PURPOSE 
The City recognizes that the undeveloped areas of the lagoon properties have a 
great deal of potential that could support the goals of the City.  The City is 
seeking to gather ideas from the community that can be used to develop a 
conceptual master plan for the site and provide the City with direction as 
opportunities arise. 
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