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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JUNE 17, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
Tuesday night, in addition to the consent agenda, which includes an IGA with 
the GVDD, we will hear from our Auditors and also general updates from the 
Police and Community Development Departments. 
 
Congratulations to Henry Hemphill and Todd Patton who graduated Friday 
from the Grand Valley Leadership Academy!  

 
 
TID BITS: 

• The Mayor, Councilman Karisny and I were able to join a group in hosting 
Haibike, a German e-mountain bike company seeking a home in Colorado for an 
office and warehousing. We had a great ride at Rabbit Valley and were able to tour 



 
 

the company around Fruita (photo below). 
• Thanks for your time and energy on the recent team building exercise (photos below). 
• The #gofruita campaign posters have been placed at most businesses in Fruita to encourage 

residents and visitors to hashtag #gofruita when posting photos in the Fruita area on social 
media. 

• Below is a copy of the Business Incubator’s Campus Happenings that highlights Happy Trails in 
Fruita. 

• U.S. Tractor and Harvest, Inc. submitted plans for moving their dealership to Fruita on 6&50. 
• We had some issues over the weekend with both pools and even had to close them down 

Saturday but everything is back up and running. 
• Monday we will begin replacing siding at the FCC on the south, north and west sides of the 

building. 
• The new Lower Little Salt Wash Trail is no longer fenced off. There is still some fencing along the 

trail going in but it is open to public access. 
• We are partnering with the Sheriff’s Office to paint over the graffiti on the box culverts on the 

new section of trail and will hopefully be working with a professional graffiti artist to then dress 
them up. 

• The first Riverfront concert was Wednesday with two left this summer. 
• Country Jam is this weekend, so we expect a busy time in Fruita as well. 
• Next week begins Food Truck Friday (4th Fridays) and the Farmer’s Market (Saturday mornings). 
• The Dinomites program has been in high demand with the first 4 weeks full. 
• Track and golf programs are also full and swim lessons are doing very well too.  
• May was our busiest May ever at the FCC with 15,483 paid visitors. 
• Public Works crews have been primarily focused on working with the County to chip seal roads. 

There is a slight delay before the chips are driven on and the County truck is repaired to seal the 
chips. 

• Ken Haley and I were able to tour Councilors Dave Karisny and Ken Kreie through the new City 
Shops facility, Business Park and Waste Water Treatment Facility Tuesday. 

• The new logo is being placed on new vehicles (see photo below). 
• Crews have also been busy responding to a number of irrigation calls over the weekends—most 

have turned out to be private lines but we are also dealing with some issues at LSWP with our 
lines. 

• The gateway and downtown phase 2 design projects had the kick-off meetings this week. 
Unfortunately we had to cut back on the scope of downtown design to fit the budget and 
quotes so it will only focus on south Mesa to be able to complete the needed infrastructure 
repairs in that area.  

• An RFP was released this week for the required evaluation of Reservoir 2 Dam. 



 
 

• SGM and Engineering continue to work on the design of the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront 
trail. 

• We have our fingers crossed that the April DOLA cycle will be unfrozen and we can be successful 
with our pending grant request.      

• Staff has found that HAZMAT routes are already designated by the state and through Fruita it is 
on I-70, so staff is working with State Patrol on enforcing the large HAZMAT trucks consistently 
driving on Ottley through Fruita.  

• In addition, staff is going to coordinate with the County to designate a Fruita truck route that 
can be designated by the City Engineer. 

• Planning Commission approved two vacation rentals by owners Tuesday and approved a re-zone 
for the Catholic Church with staff recommendations on limitations that will all come to Council 
July 5. 

• Community Development has been busy—so busy that we have run out of public notice signs . 
• Junior Citizen’s Police Academy begins next week with about 7-10 10-14 year olds participating. 
• The two roosters at large were captured .  
• Code Compliance will be alerting businesses of the recent adopted sign code changes that go 

into effect July 7. 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (or related news to the area):  
• The day the music died?: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/the-day-the-music-died 
• Hospital uses CT scanner to detect lung cancer early TV spot: 

http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Hospital-making-strides-in-detecting-lung-cancer-early-
383057781.html 

• Are there any shuttles running to Country Jam from Fruita? http://kekbfm.com/are-there-any-
shuttles-running-to-country-jam-from-fruita/ 

• Fruita Monument’s Bess drafted in 39th round by Rockies: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-monuments-bess-drafted-in-39th-round-by-
roc 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you). 

• All summer events listed below. 
• June 22 is Bike to Work day and we will have a group ride from Dinosaur Journey at 6:30 am on 

the new trail section to the FCC to enjoy breakfast by FHW. Breakfast will be served until 9 am 
and open to the community. 

• June 24 is the first Food Truck Friday this summer in Civic Center Park from 5:30 – 8:30 pm. 
• June 25 is the first Farmer’s Market of the summer from 8:30 – 12:30 in Civic Center Park. 
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http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Hospital-making-strides-in-detecting-lung-cancer-early-383057781.html
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Hospital-making-strides-in-detecting-lung-cancer-early-383057781.html
http://kekbfm.com/are-there-any-shuttles-running-to-country-jam-from-fruita/
http://kekbfm.com/are-there-any-shuttles-running-to-country-jam-from-fruita/
http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-monuments-bess-drafted-in-39th-round-by-roc
http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-monuments-bess-drafted-in-39th-round-by-roc


 
 

• June 25 is the Refurbished state-line maker dedication (more info below). 
• June 30 at 6:30 pm is the City Council Ice-Cream Social prior to the Thursday Night Concert in 

Civic Center Park (where City Council serves ice-cream to the public). 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2015 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC:  Department Directors 

 

 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events


 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


